GERMAN'   AMERICANS
straight to the big, clean kitchen, but said, with a be-
wildered, frowning grin, ""'Vat iss all dis, anyway? "
*' It's nothing/* I said, ** except that I'm going to try
to write about Germans too/'
44 Veil/' said he, " I'm German. Vill you drink beer
or coffee? "
Greta was beaming, of course, because I had said nice
things about her papa. She made me write in an auto-
graph album for her blond, square-headed, super-
Nordic little son, who was naturally named Oscar too.
He is named Oscar after his Swedish grandpa and his
German papa, and he speaks only English, and he is
an American little boy. He has slight traces of his
papa's tendency to say V for \V, but if you think he Is
anything but an American little boy you're crazy.
machines, groceries, bakeries, dry goods, clothing, furniture, respec-
tively. Former Mayor Hermann Baer stands out in any list of
important citizens, 'and Dr J. Arthur Nussen is the director of
Cleveland's United Singing Societies, which were founded in a
cooper's shop in 1863. The Cleveland Symphony is famous. The
German Turnvereins support all cultural*movements in Cleveland.
There are Swiss-German, Hungarian, Austrian organizations, all
encouraged to be proud of their origins, and proud also of their
merging.
Buffalo's hundred thousand or so Germanic population has been
stirred into its half-million pretty thoroughly, and constitutes no
special labour problems. More than 60 per cent, of the hundred
thousand are skilled mechanics, carpenters, bakers, and butchers.
The hotels and restaurants employ about 15 per cent. Buffalo has
102 German Societies and Lodges. Paul Hemmench, General
Manager of the Duffy Silk Mills, and Henry W. Brendl, lawyer
and philanthropist, are almost as important as Frank X. Schwab,
who has been twice Mayor of Buffalo. Charles Ulrich is County
Treasurer; William M. Eberhardt is Sheriff of Erie County;
George J. Zimmermann is the present Mayor of Buffalo; Leo
Schmidt is County Commissioner of Welfare' and Corrections. A
hundred other gentlemen with German names, some of them
German-born, are important Buffalo entities now—as American as
the animal which gives their city its name.
173

